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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Goblies Hit Their Target!
Bethlehem, PA – Mezzimatic LLC, an innovative startup company based in Bethlehem, has struck a major deal with Target Corporation.  Target will carry the company’s flagship product Goblies Throwable Paintballs and Play Paint online and in-stores nationwide.  
The company has come a long way since the idea for Goblies was first conceived by CEO Briana Gardell.  Gardell first worked on the product while getting her master’s in Technical Entrepreneurship at Lehigh University.  She went from testing 26 different prototypes, to making them in her apartment kitchen, to canning them in SoBeCoWorks, moving to Pi: Partnership for Innovation, selling in Michaels Stores, to finally landing on the shelves of Target - a Top 10 retailer in the United States.
“It is so exciting to have Goblies products in Target” said Mezzimatic CEO Briana Gardell.  “We’re in stores just in time for Easter, so hopefully we’ll be another Bethlehem based product that will be in Easter baskets – just like the iconic Peeps.”
“This is exciting news for Briana, Target, and Bethlehem” said Bethlehem Mayor J. William Reynolds.  “We still remember when Briana was working on the product while enrolled at Lehigh.  We invested funding and resources through our KIZ Program soon after she created her startup company because it was apparent that she has the personality and determination needed to grow a business.  We couldn’t be happier to see Goblies in Target stores nationwide.”
Eligible companies are for-profit business entities that: 1) are located within the SBKIZ, 2) have been in operation for less than 8 years, 3) operate within one of the KIZ targeted industry clusters, and 4) are developing innovative technologies.
For more information, please visit the Southside Bethlehem KIZ’s website or contact the City’s Economic Development Coordinator, Asher Schiavone via email or phone (610) 865-4347.
BEDCO
The Bethlehem Economic Development Corporation (BEDCO) was established in 1982 for the purpose of facilitating economic development in the City of Bethlehem.  BEDCO works closely with the City of Bethlehem’s Department of Community & Economic Development to ensure a unified economic development strategy.  BEDCO manages the Southside Arts District, a commercial revitalization program; Southside Bethlehem Keystone Innovation Zone and Pi: Partnership for Innovation incubator; both of which are programs that benefit innovative start-up companies and entrepreneurs.

Southside Bethlehem KIZ
The mission of the Southside Bethlehem KIZ is to foster innovation and create entrepreneurial opportunities by aligning the combined resources of educational institutions, the public sector, and the private sector.  The Southside Bethlehem KIZ was established in 2004 and is now in its 19th year of operation.  The KIZ has had a profound impact on innovation and entrepreneurship in Bethlehem by offering critical financial resources and assistance to early-stage startup companies. To date, the KIZ has invested over $9 million dollars in 110 companies since the program’s inception.
Contact:

Asher Schiavone

Economic Development Coordinator

City of Bethlehem 

Dept. of Community & Economic Development

10 East Church St.

Bethlehem, PA 18018

(610) 865-4347

ASchiavone@bethlehem-pa.gov
